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The Board of Directors and Staff of the Fort Bend 
Education Foundation (FBEF) are delighted to present 
this Annual Report, highlighting our accomplishments 
and activities during the 2024-2025 fiscal year.  
This past year, we not only met, but exceeded our 
fundraising goals. FBEF has remained steadfast in its 
mission to provide opportunities to enrich and enhance 
the quality of education for all Fort Bend ISD students 
by funding and awarding grants to teachers, campuses, 
staff development programs, and district-wide 
initiatives.

Thanks to the generous support of our donors and 
the tireless efforts of our community volunteers, our 
signature fundraising events – the 25th Annual Back 
to School Scramble, the 10th Annual Sugar Shindig, 
the 32nd Annual Gala, and our inaugural Sink-A-Dink 
pickleball tournament – enabled us to award over 
$805,000 to FBISD teachers and schools through our 
grant programs.

In 2024-2025, FBEF awarded 327 grants for $578,165 to 
support the Grants to Teachers and Schools program.  
Additionally, 300 new teachers received grants 

of $16,712, we awarded $79,835 in Professional 
Development Grants, and the Foundation managed 
$130,818 in Pass Through Grants.  As we enter our 33rd 
year, FBEF has awarded over $36 million in grants to 
Fort Bend ISD teachers and schools. These grants have 
a profound impact on every school in Fort Bend ISD. 

I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to everyone 
who has supported, volunteered, and served our 
Foundation. Your unwavering friendship, commitment, 
and dedication are deeply appreciated. It is an honor 
to serve as your Board President for 2025-2026. On 
behalf of the FBEF Board of Directors, thank you for 
your transformative support in enriching the lives of Fort 
Bend ISD students. We look forward to partnering with 
you in the year ahead.

Sincerely,

 

Crissy Nolen
President, Fort Bend Education Foundation 

To the Friends and Supporters of the Fort Bend Education Foundation

FBISD is a majority-minority 
school district:By the Numbers:

•	 Over 78,000 students 
	 enrolled in FBISD

•	 Largest employer in Fort 		
	 Bend County with over 13,000 	
	 full and part-time employees

•	 FBISD currently has 84
	 campuses with 25 Title 1 		
 	 Schools 

•	 48% of students are 
	 economically disadvantaged

						                 Mark your calendar!2025-2026 Events

October 24, 2025
11th Annual 
Sugar Shindig
Safari Texas

2

Professional Development Grants
New Teacher Gifts

Grants Directly to Teachers and Schools$11 Million

TOTAL Contributed Since Inception — Over $36 Million
$744,000
$630,000

$25.8 Million Pass-Through Grants/In-Kind Donations

 

28, 28%

28, 28%

27, 27%

13, 13%
4, 4%

Enrollment by Ethnicity

Black/African American

Asian

Hispanic

White

Other

One of the most diverse school 
districts in the nation with 
families speaking more than 120 
LANGUAGES

$11 Million 

September 8, 2025 
26th Annual Back 
to School Scramble 
Golf Tournament 
Sweetwater Country 
Club

March 7, 2026 
34th Annual Gala
Houston Marriott 
Sugar Land

April 10, 2026
2nd Annual Sink-
a-Dink Pickleball 
Tournament
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SUGAR SHINDIG 2024

25TH ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL SCRAMBLE

Success “fore” Education!
The 25th Annual Fort Bend Education Foundation’s Back to School 
Scramble Golf Tournament took place on September 
9th at Sweetwater Country Club and was chaired 
by Greene Hendon and Ryan McCauley. Thanks 
to the generosity of this year’s participants, the 
event netted $135,540 for Grants to Teachers and 
Schools. The 253 golfers who played in the tour-
nament enjoyed breakfast from Chick-fil-A and an 
awards luncheon at the end of the day.
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F O U N D A T I O N   E V E N T S

(L-R) Primary Principal of the Year, Dr. Felicia Bolden; Secondary Teacher 
of the Year, Sierra Joseph; Auxiliary President, Michelle DeMora; FBISD 
Superintendent, Dr. Marc Smith; Auxiliary VP of Special Projects, Natasha 
Jackson; Secondary Principal of the Year, Dr. Elizabeth Williams; and 
FBEF Executive Director, Hillary Dunn.

Presented by Pfluger Architects

Sugar Shindig was a SWEET Success!

The 10th Anniversary Sugar Shindig had over 750 guests 
attend and netted $59,832 for FBISD teachers and 
schools!  Thanks to everyone who came out to 
shimmy, shake and eat cake!  Congratulations to 
Malala ES on having the highest attendance for 
ES, Fort Settlement MS for highest attendance for 
secondary, and to Goodman ES for the highest 
percentage in attendance! 

Presented by Jacobs
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Up, Up and Away
A Night of Magic and Generosity
Presented by Perdue, Brandon, Fielder Collins & Mott, LLP

The Fort Bend Education Foundation’s 32nd Annual Gala, held on 
March 1st at the Houston Marriott Sugar Land, soared to new 
heights with its theme, Up, Up and Away. The evening 
perfectly embodied the spirit of “open heart, open mind, 
open sky,” inspiring guests to share their enthusiasm and 

generosity in support of 
Fort Bend ISD stu-
dents.

Honorary Gala Chair, 
Brenna Cosby and 
Co-chairs Syndee Howgate 
and Kelly Jensen are thrilled to 
announce that the Gala grossed 
an impressive $499,000, all ded-
icated to enriching and enhancing the 

educational experiences of students across the district. 

Through its grant process, the Foundation impacts every school in Fort 
Bend ISD, empowering teachers and students with invaluable resources to 
thrive.

The night was nothing short of magical. Attendees, dressed in white, min-
gled under the stars, resembling fluffy clouds floating on a sea of excite-
ment. The venue’s decor transported everyone to a sky of endless possibilities. The silent auction 
and bid board featured exclusive, one-of-a-kind treasures, tempting bidders to reach for the stars.
Guests were treated to an exquisite dining experience beneath a stunning twi-
light canopy before being swept away by the live auction, emceed by Sugar Land 
Mayor Joe Zimmerman. The evening culminated with an unforgettable celebra-
tion on the dance floor, with the band Password providing the perfect soundtrack 
for an evening of joy and camaraderie.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the generous supporters who made “Up, 
Up and Away” such a soaring success. A special congratulations goes to the Fort 
Bend ISD students and teachers who will directly benefit from the funds raised at 
this memorable event. 

Mark your calendars for the next Fort Bend Education Foundation Gala, set for 
March 7, 2026, as we look forward to another night of celebration, community, 
and impact.

Gala Underwriters

THE FORT BEND EDUCATION FOUNDATION’S ANNUAL GALA

Gala Co-chairs
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ADOPT A NEW TEACHER

F O U N D A T I O N   E V E N T S
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Gala Committee Chairs

The Fort Bend Education Foundation provides New Teacher Gifts to teachers just beginning their 
careers. They are given a gift card to help them to outfit their classrooms from day one.

This year we funded 300 new teachers for a total of $16,712.

Please consider adopting a new teacher by donating today.  If you donate $100 or more, you may 
choose the campus.  Visit our website at www.fortbendisd.com/foundation to make your donation 
for the 2025-2026 school year.
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2025 1ST ANNUAL SINK-A-DINK PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT  
Presented by Next Level Urgent Care

Our first annual Sink-a-Dink Pickleball Tournament was a 
smashing success with over 120 picklers playing in our beginner 
and intermediate/advanced brackets.  The event took place 
at the Pickleball Country Club and was chaired by Gena Horak 
and Mindy Cabble. Thanks to all the players, underwriters and 
donors, the event raised $23,663 in support of our Grants to 
Teachers and Schools programs, which provide opportunities 
to enrich and enhance the quality of education for all Fort 
Bend ISD students. 

4imprint
Adidas
AFT
Aling’s Chinese Bistro
Ana’s Confections
Big Frog Custom 		
   T-Shirts of Sugar Land
Bracewell LLP
Brothers Produce
Cabo Bob’s Burritos
Cake & Eat It Too
Cake Craft Shoppe
Candor Consulting & 
   Diagnostics, LLC
Candy Yes Books
ChampionX
Chick-fil-A Sugar Land
Chuy’s
Cillie’s Cakes
Coca-Cola
Crave Me Cakes
Culinary Club at the    
   James Reese Career &   
   Technical Center
EMA Engineering &   
   Consulting
Equitable Advisors

FBISD Board of Trustees
FBISD Superintendent, 
   Dr. Marc Smith
Firehouse Subs Sugar Land
Frito Lay
Gandy Ink
H-E-B
House of Blooms
HTeaO
Huckabee
Hummingbird Bakery
Joe Zimmerman
Johnny Tamales
JR Thomas Group, Inc.
Kendra Scott Sugar Land
Liberty Office Products
Lopez Restaurant
Memorial Hermann 
   Sugar Land
Molson Coors Beverage    
   Company
National Life Group
Nothing Bundt Cakes - 
   Sugar Land and 
   Richmond, TX
Office Depot
Outback Steakhouse

Party Props
Password Productions
PBK Architects
Pfluger Architects
Poki Burri
R.G. Miller Engineers
Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers
Sara Appliance and Electronics
Smile Doctor Braces by
   Dr. Halford
Stantec Architecture, Inc.
Sweetwater Country Club
TDECU
Teal Construction Company
The Lavish Cake
Transfinder
UES
University of Houston
ViBella Sweets
Wanna’s Cakes
Wellby Financial
Whataburger
Who Made the Cake!
Whole Foods - Sugar Land
William Ferguson
Windstream Enterprise
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Players enjoyed lunch, 
generously donated by 
Firehouse Subs in Sugar Land.

Sink-a-Dink Committee

Thank you to our In-Kind Donors
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Crissy Nolen	
President
Ryan McCauley	
President-Elect
Crystal Harris	
Vice President, Allocations
Nappinnai Natarajan	
Vice President, Community Affairs
King Banerjee	
Vice President, Development
Eliud Faz	
Vice President, Finance
Rick Pal	
Vice President, Marketing
JoAnna Kraynek	
Secretary
Shefali Jhaveri	
Past President 
Hillary Dunn	
Executive Director

BOARD MEMBERS
Jeremy Alberty
Kevin Anderson
Nick Bhakta
David Bolding
Stacy Bynes
Andy Cabble
Cindy Cheng
Jennifer Chiang
Flora Choy
Dr. Dennis Halford
John Haskew
Greene Hendon
Gena Horak
Syndee Howgate
Alex Janos
Debra Jhaver
Maura Jones-McCoy
Mitchell Konrardy
Breah Koosono-Ampem
Kim Lagunas
Dr. Sunaina Likhari
Jesselyn Martindale
Daniel Menendez
Apurva Parikh
Geralyn Prince-Semien
Farrah Sabouni
Ian Scharfman
Melissa Turnbaugh
Terri Wang
Jennifer West
Preston Ziola

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Deborah Crain	
Foundation Corporate Counsel
Kristin Tassin	
President, FBISD Board of Directors
Dr. Marc Smith	
FBISD Superintendent of Schools
Chassidy Olainu-Alade	
FBISD Chief Communications Officer

PAST PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
Emily Agis-Wahl
Jeremy Alberty
Richard Booker
Mary Bourne-Marth
Lisa Brettmann
Jim Brown
Stacy Bynes
Andrew Cabble
Kolbe Curtice
Dustin Fessler
Dr. Dennis Halford
Lynn Halford
Gena Horak
Pat Houck
Allen Jackson
Shefali Jhaveri
JoAnna Kraynek
Claude Leatherwood
Gary D. Moseley
Les Newton
Frank Petras
Dr. Lillian Poats

Andy Ralph
Ann Schmitt
Marsha Stein
Dr. James Wallace
John Wantuch

LEGACY COUNCIL
Ron Bailey
Jacquie Baly
Jim Brown
Sean Burnett
Sue Chiang
Kyle Dawson
Beatriz De Alvarado
Brett DeShazo
Dustin Fessler
Terrie Gorney
Sherry Grogan
Peggy Jackson
Kay James
Srishti Mehta
Orlando Morriesette
Michael Mosley
Jonathan Pursch
Stephen Reed
Kevin Riles
Sharon Saunders
Michael Schiff
Jennifer Veillon
Doug White

2025-2026 Board of Directors

The FBEF Auxiliary supports the Foundation 
by providing volunteers and creating 
community awareness. The Auxiliary hosts 
the Annual Sugar Shindig and its members 
volunteer at various events, including the 
Campus News Coordinator Reception and the 
Donor Reception.  
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FBEF Auxillary



2024-2025
ANNUAL REPORT

16431 Lexington Blvd. | Sugar Land, TX 77479  281-634-1110 |  www.fortbendisd.com/foundation

VISIONARY - $25,000+
Fort Bend ISD Employee 	
	 Giving Campaign
SLB
The Fluor Foundation
The George Foundation

INNOVATOR - $15,000 +
Harvest Green 
	 Homeowners Association, 	
	 Inc.
PBK Architects, Inc.
Perdue Brandon Fielder 	
	 Collins & Mott, LLP
Pfluger Architects
Sienna Community 
	 Association
Sienna Community 
	 Services Foundation
UnitedHealthcare

ACHIEVER - $10,000 +
ChampionX
DLR Group
H-E-B Tournament of 
	 Champions Charitable 	
	 Trust
Houston Methodist 
	 Sugar Land Hospital
Jacobs
Prime Contractors, Inc.
Stantec Architecture
The Vision Inspired 
	 Foundation
TDECU

EDUCATOR - $5,000 +
AP Tutors
AUTOARCH Architects, LLC.
Bass Construction Co., Inc.
Bracewell LLP
Classic Chevrolet 
	 Sugar Land
COMBS Consulting Group
Comerica Bank
Daikin Applied
Dally + Associates, Inc.
DBR Engineering 
	 Consultants, Inc.
Dhanani, Nadya & Shoukat
Dhanani Private Equity 	
	 Group
Durotech Foundation
E Contractors
Fluor Cares
Gallagher Benefit Services
Global Charitable 
	 Foundation, Inc.
Halford, Lynn & Dennis
Imagine Learning/
	 Edgenuity
Jackson, Peggy & Steve
Jamail & Smith 
	 Construction, LP
JR Thomas Group, Inc.
KelseyCare Health Plans
Kermally, Narmin & 
	 Naushad
Kirksey Architecture
Likhari, Manmeet & Paul
McGriff
Next Level Urgent Care
Novellus Ventures
Rogers, Morris & Grover, 	
	 LLP
Satterfield & Pontikes 
	 Construction, Inc.
Sibme
Thompson & Horton, L.L.P.

Walsh Gallegos Trevino 
	 Kyle & Russo, P.C.
Whatabrands LLC
Whitley Penn LLP

MENTOR - $2,500 +
34 Franchise Group LLC - 	
	 Big Chicken
Armko Industries, Inc.
Bhuchar, Subodh
Candor Consulting and 	
	 Diagnostics, LLC
Corgan
Crain Group, LLC
Dunaway
Energy Ogre
Feehan, Ann & Daniel
GPD Group Employees 	
	 Foundation, Inc.
H-E-B
Hellas Construction
Hilltop Securities
Horak, Gena & Paul
Houston Communty
	  College 	Southwest
Huckabee & Associates 	
	 Architects
Hymes, Sharon & Schiff, 	
	 Michael
Infrastructure Associates, 	
	 Inc.
Johnson Development
Keller Williams Realty 	
	 Southwest
KPMG, LLP
Le, Kimmy
McCauley, Jessica & Ryan
MD Anderson Cancer 	
	 Center
Memorial Hermann 
	 Sugar Land
Molson Coors Beverage 	
	 Company
MWA Architects, Inc.
Netsync
OVOL - High Point
Piraino Consulting
RdlR Architects, Inc
Roberts Markel Weinberg 	
	 Butler Hailey P.C.
Safari Texas
Scamardo, Rob
Spalding Nicholas Lamp 	
	 Langlois
Spring Creek Barbeque
SSA Partners LLC
Stanton Engineering 	
	 Group
Sugar Land Rotary Club
Texas Arcadis
Texas Instruments
The First State Bank
USA Fit
Veritex Community Bank
Yellowstone Landscape

APPRENTICE - $1,000 +
Automated Logic
Barber, Heath
Bayway Cadillac Southwest
Blackmon Mooring/BMS 	
	 CAT
Brown & Root Industrial 	
	 Services
Cheng Cindy & Thanh
Choy, Flora & Francis
Code Ninjas Richmond
Colliers International
Consolidated 
	 Communications
CS Advangate USAA, Inc.
EMA Engineering & 
	 Consulting
Favre, Mary
First Community Credit 	
	 Union
Graco Mechanical
Howgate, Syndee & Daniel
ImageNet Consulting
ImaginX
Jhaver, Debra & Noordin
Jhaveri, Shefali & Chetan
Kraynek, JoAnna & Jason
Kay Davis Associates
Landtech Consultants
Lauer, Cynthia & 
	 Messinger, Jake 
NASA Alumni League 
	 JSC Chapter
Nash Industries
Raba-Kistner, Inc.
South State Bank
Stifel Public Finance
Tarkett 
Teal Construction Company
Terracon Consultants, Inc
The Anne and Edgar 
	 Lackner Charitable 
	 Foundation
Wang, Terri & Sam
West, Jennifer & Shawn
Wharton County Junior 	
	 College
Wong, Connie

STEWARD - $500 +
Alberty, Lesley & Jeremy
Alings Chinese Bistro
Anne Sullivan Elementary 	
	 PTA
Aviles Engineering 
	 Corporation
Awake Solar LLC
Banerjee, Deborah & King  
BEAM Professionals
Bethancourt, Wendy
Bhakta, Nayana & Nisit
Bhuchar, Vijay & Vinod
Bolding, Beth & David
Bourne-Marth, Mary & Jeff
Brazos Valley Schools 
	 Credit Union
Brooks & Sparks, Inc
Cabble, Mindy & Andy
Caldwell & Steinbring 
	 Dentistry for Children
CNG 4 America
Delta Kappa Gamma
Earth Engineering
Faz, Andrea & Eliud
FBISD Board of Trustees
Festival Sports, Inc.
FireHorse Saloon
Foodservice Design
	 Professionals, LLC

Frost Bank
Garcia, Rick
Gorney, Terri & Brophy, Mike
Grogan, Sherry
Group 1 Automotive
Hamilton, David
Haskew, Linda & John
Hendon, Andrea & Greene
Humphrey, Yolanda
HVJ Associates
Jackson, Allen
Janos, Tammy & Alex
Jensen, Kelley & Shane
Jones-McCoy, Kimberly & 	
	 Maura
Kamla Family Charitable 	
	 Trust, a Donor Advised 	
	 Fund of the U.S. 
	 Charitable Gift Trust
Lagunas, Kim & Edgardo
Lakeshore Learning
LED OEM Partners
Liberty Office Products
Linck, Karen & Vic
Lone Star Furnishings, LLC
Matrix Structural 
	 Engineering
Menendez, Daniel
Momentum BMW
Munday Architects, LC
National Life Group
NCS Cabling
Nolen, Crissy & Ryan
Parikh, Mona & Apurva
Patel, Hansa & Naren
PCD Management LLC
Peterson, Shana & Chad
Pinstripes
Piper Sandler & Co.
Porter
Raising Cane’s Chicken 	
	 Fingers
RBC Capital Markets
Republic Services
Sara Appliance and 
	 Electronics
Saunders, Sharon & Les
Smarketing Business 
	 Systems Inc.
Suburban Luxe Travel
TAB Technologies, LLC
Tellepsen
The Risher Companies
Thomas, Liz
Trim Tape, LLC
True North Consulting 	
	 Group
Turnbaugh, Melissa & Mark
UES
Unify Energy Solutions
University of Houston
Wellby Financial
West Belt Surveying, Inc.
Windstream 
	 Communications
Zuhne

FRIEND - $100 +
Adrish, Muhammad
American Furniture 
	 Warehouse
Blair, Susan
Bo, Nancy
Brown, Shirley
Chaudhary, Simmi
Chiang, Sue
Coolers Inc.
Convens, Cynthia
Denton, Sandy
Dai, Judi
Dees, Ben
Euba, Jolissa
Fessler, Stacey & Dustin
Foote, Diane
Galletti, Dena
Greenleaf
Ghimirey, Meghna & Joyti
Ghosh, Sumita
Gore, Sarah
Griftin, Anne
Gupta, Manila
Holley, Janice
HOLOS MedSpa
Houston Chronicle
Jacobson, Carol
Johnson, Beth & Mike
Kendra Scott Sugar Land
Kermally, Anita
Khawaja, Connie
Kij, Jessica & Jim
Klingman, Holly
Langdon, Diane & Bert
Ledbetter, Peta-Gay
Marshall, Yolanda
Mayfield-Hasker, Misty
McCauley, Cynthia
Mitchell, Amy
Mitha, Zeenat
Mirvana Acupuncture and 	
	 Chinese Herbs
Nihiser, Allison
Noble, Cassie & Nick
Olson, Amy
Pani, Aarti
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Reincke, Tonie
Rosseland, Kathleen
Scharfman, Karen & Ian
Schmitt, Ann & Joe
Sherwin Williams - Stafford
Silva, Daniel
Skelly, Mauren
Smith, Kim
Sugar Land Space Cowboys 	
	 Baseball Club
Tarantino, Mimi & Michael
TF Barbershop
United Refrigeration
Varnell, Jennifer
VLK Architects
Wantuch, Janet & John
Wierzbicki, Angie
Wing, Wen & Anthony
Wings n Things
YW-Squared
Whiting, Laura
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Who benefits from the fundraising?
Every school in Fort Bend ISD benefits from the Fort Bend 
Education Foundation grant programs that train teachers, 
provide equipment, and offer new instructional experiences to 
students of all ages.  Each year, hundreds of grant proposals 
are submitted to the Education Foundation.  Each proposal 
undergoes an extensive review process.  The number of awarded 
grants depends upon the amount of money raised through the 
Education Foundation’s annual fundraising events.

This year, the Education Foundation awarded 327 grants 
for $578,165 to support the Grants to Teachers and Schools 
program. Additionally, the Education Foundation has provided 
300 New Teacher Gifts for $16,712; $79,835 in Professional 
Development; and $130,818 in Pass-thru Programs. 

Since its inception, the Education Foundation has awarded over 
$36 million in grants to FBISD teachers and schools. 	

GRANTS IN ACTION
Bhuchar Elementary
Grant:  Put Your Thinking Cap 
on Station Rotation

Learning math can be fun! 
Just ask third graders at 
Bhuchar Elementary. With 
funding for her “Put Your 
Thinking Cap on Station 
Rotation” grant, teacher 
Delicia Arnic purchased ed-
ucational games to reinforce 
math concepts (such as 
place value, measurement 
and fractions) taught in the 
curriculum. The games allow 
students to collaborate and 
engage with peers in a fun 
way. As the students rotate 
between stations, they are 
building essential math, 
communication and prob-
lem-solving skills.

Madden Elementary
Grant: Let’s make a POINT 
to start Strong in Letter 
Formation

Kindergarteners at Madden 
Elementary are learning 
proper letter formation 
thanks to teacher Ruth 
Schmalz, who received 
$1,449 to fund her “Let’s 
make a POINT to start 
Strong in Letter Formation” 
grant. She ordered sets 
of Trace & Write magnet-
ic boards for students to 
use in the literacy stations. 
Students trace letters with 
their fingers, then use a 
stylus to write the letter on 
the board’s surface. They 
practice repeatedly while 
working independently to 
strengthen their literacy 
skills!

 Sartartia Middle Schoo
Grant: Lights, Camera, Action

Students at Sartartia Middle 
School are preparing for 
future roles in broadcasting! 
Their teacher Supriya Jha 
received a $4,999 school site 
grant to fund her “Lights, 
Camera, Action” project. 
Her students are benefiting 
from the use of new cameras 
and broadcasting equip-
ment that support hands-on 
learning experiences in video 
production, editing, podcast 
development and creation of 
other authentic works!

Reese Career and 
Technical Center
Grant: Geek Power Unleashed 
with Computer Building Kits

Knowledge of technology is 
essential today and teach-
ers at the Reese CTC are 
ensuring that students grow 
their IT skills. With funding for 
their “Geek Power Unleashed 
with Computer Building Kits” 
grant, teachers Uwe Meyer 
and Charles Farr are helping 
students become proficient 
in building desktop comput-
ers. The students are even 
configuring Local Area Net-
works, and showcasing their 
skills at districtwide events 
(such as StemFest, CTE Expo 
and middle school Career 
Days).

8


